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17th March 2021 

Dear parents/carers 

Thank you so much for your support in what has felt like quite a dramatic few days in our normal calm school.  

Having managed to avoid positive Covid cases at St Joseph’s in what has been almost a year we have been lucky, it 

was only a matter of time before, like many schools, we unfortunately have had to close bubbles and send some  

children home to isolate.  It is not because we have not had positive cases within our community during this time, of 

course we have, we have just been exceptionally lucky with the timing.  

Thank you to all of the parents who have been so proactive in using the Lateral Flow Tests at home.  Due to a parent 

using these with her child (a sibling of a child who was sent home to isolate) she has saved another year group being 

sent home.  For that we are all very grateful.  Test results are interestingly differing in the time that it takes to come 

back, thank you to all parents who are keeping us up to date.  

Obviously, we are taking advice from the DfE and Public Health England South West.  As of this morning (3 yesterday 

afternoon and 2 this morning), we have 7 confirmed positive cases (PCR tests) and a further two LFTs who will be 

seeking PCR confirmation.  The majority of which are in one year group.  Thankfully all of the children are either 

without symptoms or the symptoms at present appear to be mild.  However, this is the reality of the speed and ease 

at which it can spread and is vitally important that all children who have been sent home to isolate do exactly that. 

For all children who have tested positive – their 10 day isolation begins from their positive result and obviously the 

whole family must isolate too.  Thank goodness for remote learning!  

Finally, I would like to thank as always the team at St Joseph’s, who reacted quickly in order to ensure that the 

isolating classes were sent home with what they needed to continue with teaching and learning from Monday 

morning.  

For those families that are isolating, please contact us as quickly as possible with any child that either tests positive 

on a LFT or develops symptoms or if we can be of any help and support you in any way.  

Your sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Mrs C Howells  
Acting Headteacher  
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